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centres, and every few miles along the road, we could see
the zig-zag tracks which led to the tip of the mountains
where the red overburden had been turned back to get at
the nickel ore underneath. Frequently we stopped to pass
the time of day with Javanese mine-workers on their way,,
per pack-horse, to the interior.
Shortly after leaving Voh, wfe passed into the beef country.
Surprising as it may seem, the meat-packing industry is
developed to a high degree in New Caledonia. At Ouaco
—under British management—is one of the most up-to-date
•meat packing works in the world. New Caledonian tinned
beef fed Australian troops in Palestine daring the last war,
and huge quantities of Ouaco bully beef have been exported
to Northern Africa during the present war. We drove
through twenty or thirty miles of rich grass land which
nourishes cattle as smoothly and prosperously fat as I have
seen in any part of the world.
Not so very many years ago the country around Ouaco
was infested writh wild dogs, that made life^for the settlers
so unpleasant that many were forced off their holdings.
Packs of these dogs made cattle-raising impossible, until a
regular campaign was instituted, and they were cleaned out.
Today there are known to be 160,000 head of cattle in. the
colony, while it is estimated that there are almost as many
more roaming wild in the interior.
From Koumac to Nehoue was the most difficult part of
our journey. The road was little better than a track which
curved and dipped like a scenic railway, as it skirted rugged
and broken mountains, and plunged down across dry river-
beds bordered by twisted, gnarled old niaouli trees. Nearing
Nehoue, we reached one of the richest sections of the island*
From a mountain that towered above us, left of the road,,
is produced nearly 8% of the world's chrome. The three
largest chrome mines in the colony are all situated, within a
few kilometres of each other, Tiebaghi—the largest and
richest chrome mine in the world—sits in a little depression
on the dome of the mountain of that name. Fantoche and
Chagrin, on each side of Tiebaghi, are situated on opposite

